TechTown Recruitment & Pipeline Partnership Report
Portland Workforce Alliance Annual Youth Expo
ACTIVITY: TechZone Booth at PWA Youth Expo
DATE: March 19, 2019
LOCATION: Oregon Convention Center
LEAD: Marcus Carter (Cloudability)
EXECUTION: TechZone Task Committee of 8

About Our Partner: Portland Workforce Alliance (PWA) is
an independent nonproﬁt that helps young Oregonians
ﬁnd educational paths to good careers and family-wage
jobs.
●

PWA four key initiatives include the PWA Breakfast,
mock interviews, Youth Expo, and Career Days.

●

PWA manages registration to ensure a majority of
students who attend the Youth Expo come from high
schools aligning with TechTown’s diversity and inclusion
mission.

●

PWA serves four primary school districts with percent of
students of color ranging from 37% to 67%

RESULTS: Exceeded our goals!
PWA made the partnership easy!

Takeaways
We exceeded our goals and also created collaboration, connection and community among Pledge companies
and their employees. We intend to have a similar presence at the 2020 Youth Expo and turn this event into our
yearly recruitment action plan.

What’s Next?
TechTown companies would be well served to continue to work with PWA. Here’s three ways they can do it.
1.
Participate in the TechTown booth at next year’s Youth Expo on 3/10/2020.
2.
Host the TechTown cohort of high school girls of color in your ofﬁce in the fall.
3.
Host a Career Day (and if you already host one, consider becoming an ambassador and allowing other
companies to attend as observers so they are better prepared to host).
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GOAL:

Expose thousands of high school students
to the Portland Tech work environment and
meaningfully engage with 250 students to
show them how they can thrive in it.

TechTown’s TechZone Highlights:

3,000

STUDENT INTERACTIONS

550+

MEANINGFUL

ENGAGEMENTS

TechTown volunteers interacted with
thousands of students at the Expo. This
ﬁgure was calculated from pieces of swag
handed out.

between employees of TechTown
companies and students. This included in
depth conversations about the industry,
student insight on the word cloud and photo
booth.

● 40 Volunteers from 21 different TechTown Pledge Companies
● TechTown Photographer captured over 65 photos available in the
Google Resources Library
● 13 TechTown companies to host Career Days
● One of the highest touch, interactive booths at the Expo.

PWA YOUTH
EXPO AUDIENCE

6,400 students from 75+ high schools
attended the Expo, many were exposed to
tech, TechTown, and individual companies
for the ﬁrst time.

